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1 TI Mu. iv. 12. 


Let no Man deſpiſe thy Youth. 


HE words are the direction of 
"Tha Y Paul the aged to young Timothy, 

and are a canon of the chriſtian 
church truly apoſtolical : and tho 
delivered upon this particular occaſion is of 
ſtanding uſe, and properly binding in like 
caſes to all others. As you are now the 
youngeſt miniſter in this city called to the 
paſtoral ' office, which I ſpeak with the 
greater tenderneſs as it was once my Own 
caſe; I thought the conſideration of theſe 
words proper to the preſent circumſtance, 
and a fit occaſion of ſpeaking to younger 
. miniſters what longer time and experience 
has taught me. What I have to offer from 
them, I ſhall reduce to the following Obſer- 


vations. 


Firſt, I obſerve here, That young men, 
in proper circumſtances, may be admitted to 
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the chriſtian miniſtry. This was the caſe 
here; tho Timothy was a young man, he 
1 Tim. ir. Was, notwithſtanding that, a good miniſter of 
. Jeſus Chriſt. The word seins ſignifies any 
age from ſeventeen to twenty five, or even 
to thirty. It was tas militaris among the 
Fews and Romans, the time when they 
were capable of bearing arms, and is op- 
poſed not to manhood, but to old age. 
Indeed there was ſomething ſpecial in 
Timothys caſe, agreeable to the extraordina- 
ry circumſtance of thoſe times; 2. e. That 
14. he had been propheſied of, and had the gifts 
of the Spirit, by the laying on of the 
Apoſtles hands. He was called and qualified 
for the miniſterial work betimes, and in 
ſome circumſtances which were extraordi- 
nary : whereas presbyters were generally 
men of years and ſtanding in life, as well as 
in the chriſtian profeſſion ; of tried and ap- 
proved characters, and greater gravity and 
experience; as their name imports. He 
therefore exhorts him to be the more careful 
of himſelf, and to ſupply what was wanting 
in years by the excellence of his doctrine and 
behaviour. And tho one would not chooſe 
that men ſhould enter too ſoon-into the mi- 
niſterial office, or venture upon ſtated work, 
till they are well furniſhed by preparatory 
ſtudies and by ſome experience and wiſdom 
too ; nevertheleſs the circumſtances of things 
make a difference; when men are early 
- og, | qualified 
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qualified for it, and have hearts greatly diſ- 
poſed to it, when the neceſlities of the 


_ churches require it, and they are providen- 


tially called out to it betimes; nothing 

hinders but they may be admitted to — 
chriſtian miniſtry, and that alone cannot 
reaſonably be made a bar or objection to it. 
We have known ſome inſtances of younger 
miniſters who have been bleſt with remark- 

able acceptance and ſucceſs, eſpecially among 
younger people, and which has laid the 


foundation of their after greater uſefulneſs 
of life. 


Secondly, I obſerve, That younger mi- 


niſters are more liable to be deſpiſed. This 


is plainly implied in this cautionary di- 
rection; for if young men were not in 
greater danger of contempt, the Apoſtle 


needed not be ſo ſolicitous to prevent it, 
and caution againſt it. He repeats the 
ſame caution to Titus, and probably for it. ii. 16. 


the ſame reaſon, becauſe of his youth. 
This is evident in the reaſon of things. 
When younger men are ſeparated to the 


chriſtian miniſtry, and advanced to office 


in the church, and arc over them in the 
Lord, clder perſons, eſpecially of greater 


knowledge and experience, may be tempted 
to think meanly of them, and ſcorn to be 


inſtructed and reproved by them. Their 
own inexperience in the affairs of life, 
| and 


(6) 
and the knowledge of humane nature, may 
give ſome advantages againſt them, and 
betray ſome weakneſs and miſtake. Some 
= |. or other defect or indiſcretion in conduct 
BY may eaſily lay them open to cenſure and 
i blame, eſpecially with the leſs candid, and 
5 | thoſe of greater ſeverity of mind; who 
[ are not ſo well diſpoſed to make a favour- 
able conſtruction and proper allowance, 
for the weakneſs of humane nature, and 
| the diſadvantage of youth. Above all, they 
14 who bear them ill-will, or are not well 
| affected towards them; the wicked and 
40 profane, will watch for their halting, take 

all advantage againſt them, and aggravate 
every thing which is amiſs, to blaſt their 
credit and weaken their influence, to ren- 
der their office contemptible, and their la- 
bours inſignificant. So the Prophet ſpeaks 
If. xxix. of thoſe, who make a man an offender 
„for a word, and lay a ſnare for him who 
reproveth in the gate: And the Jews diſ- 
paraged our Lord and his Apoſtles, and re- 
| preſented them in odious characters, and 
| under all diſadvantage, to prejudice the 
| people againſt them, and weaken the im- 
k _ preſſion of their doctrine and miracles, 
. There was a great deal of reaſon for 
0 this caution, and it was with great pro- 
priety the Apoſtle adviſes young Timothy 
| in this caſe; it would have been leſs need- 
[: ful in the caſe of elder perſons, of greater 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding and experience, who would be 
more likely to keep up the honour of their 
office, and where there would be leſs pre- 
tence and occaſion of contempt. So we 
often read in the Roman writers of ſpreta 
pueritia, contemprus juventæ, &c. ILob- 
ſerve again, 5 


Thirdly, That tis a great evil to deſpiſe 
them. And this is ſtrongly implied too: 
not only that there is great danger of it 

in theſe circumſtances, but that there is 
great hurt and miſchief in it. Let no man 
dieſpiſe thy youth; i. e. Take heed of con- 
tempt. Tis a great evil in you to make 
your (elf deſpiſed; and 'tis a great evil in 
them who do it. If cither you give a juſt 
cauſe for it, or they do it without one: 
Let the reaſon of it be what it will, and 
let it ſpring from whatſoever cauſe : If you 
are deſpiſed by the people, and become 
cContemptible in their eyes, either through 
your faulty behaviour, or their unreaſona- 
ble humour, and wrong temper of mind ; 
tis either way a great evil, and has very 
bad conſequences. For in that caſe they 
can never be ſuppoſed to pay the reſpect 
which is due to the miniſterial office, nor 
will you be ever likely to profit them, or 
do them much good. Their /ow opinion, 
and mean thoughts of you, and much more 
their % opinion, will prevent your ac- 

ceptance 
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[#] 
ceptance in all your miniſtrations, and de- 
ſtroy the efficacy of them. But I ſhall 
ſpeak of this afterwards. The Apoſtle there- 
fore fitly cautions againſt it as a thing of 
conſequence in the preſent caſe. A 3 
eſteem of the miniſterial work, and of the 
perſons of miniſters, diſpoſes people to 
give attention to what they ſay, and to 
pay a proper regard to it; and the con- 
tempt of the miniſtry is a diſhonour to God, 
and deſtructive of all the benefit of it. So 


Luk.x.16.0ur Lord ſays, He who deſpiſeth you, de- 


y Jpiſeth me. And the Apoſtle ſays, He 
* therefore who deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not man, 
but God, who hath given to us his holy 
ſpirit : ò ave, it ſignifies to aboliſh a 
thing, or remove it from its proper Place 
as unworthy or inkgnificant. \/ 


Fourthly, 1 obſ erve, That great caut ion 
and care ought to be uſed by younger mi- 
niſters, that they be not deſpiſed by the 
people. Let no man deſpiſe thy youth : 
The word here is ngmpeeimw, in Titus 
tis e E ,ãm-, Which is ſometimes uſed 

in the ſame ſignification, and the connection 
there plainly | determines. it to that ſenſe. 
It muſt be underſtood in the nature of a 
caution to Timothy, and a direction to his 
conduct. But can we help other mens de- 
ſpiſing us; is that in our power ? Have we 


the command of their ſpirits or tongues? 
2 Won't 
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Won't they deſpiſe us whether we will or 

no? What can we do in this cafe, and 
why are we charged that others don't de- 
ſpiſe us, and not rather the people charged 


not to deſpiſe us? 1 anſwer, Tho' we can't 
_ govern the thoughts and actions of others 
towards us, we can do much to prevent the 
occaſion of them, and are obliged to do ſo: 


and fo the ſenſe more explicitly, is, Give 
no juſt occaſion or pretence for con- 


„ tempt; carry thy ſelf with that gravity 


and wiſdom, notwithſtanding thy youth, 
as not to be juſtly liable to it; let your 
e good conduct and behaviour towards 


them, prevent their ill one towards you, 


« and cut off all occaſion of it. Let them 
« deſpiſe you at their peril: Let it be their 
fault, and not yours.” A like form of ex- 


preſſion we have in other places 3 Let not rom. xiv. 
our good be evil ſpoken of: i. e. By the un- 16. 
due manner, or indiſcreet conduct of it. 
And ſo tis explained in this Epiſtle, by giving Chap. v. 
occaſion to the adverſary to ſpeak reproach- "+ 
fully; and is evident by the charge the A- 
poſtle gives to the church of Corinth; Now : Epitt. 

"of Timothy come, ſee that he may be with *" 11. 
you without fear Let no man therefore de- 

_ ſpiſe him. Here the word is v cen, to ſet 

at nought, and make nothing of him. 

— 11 only further obſerve, That this ne- 
gative caution muſt be underſtood by a figure 
uſual in all language, to import ſomething 
| poſitive 
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ceptance in all your miniſtrations, and de- 


ſtroy the efficacy of them. But I ſhall 
ſpcak of this afterwards. The Apoſtle there- 


fore fitly cautions againſt it as a thing of 


conſequence in the preſent caſe. A due 
eſteem of the miniſterial work, and of the 
perſons of miniſters, diſpoſes people to 
give attention to what they ſay, and to 


pay a proper regard to it; and the con- 


tempt of the miniſtry is a diſhonour to God, 
and deſtructive of all the benefit of it. So 


Luk x. 16. Our Lord ſays, He who deſpiſeth you, de- 
.. ſpiſeth me. And the Apoſtle ſays, He 


therefore who deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not man, 
but God, who hath given to us his holy 


ſpirit: ò a>, it ſignifies to aboliſh a 


thing, or remove it from its proper Place 
as unworthy or inſignificant. 


Fourthly, 1 obſerve, That great caution 
and care ought to be uſed by younger mi- 
niſters, that they be not deſpiſed by the 
people. Let no man deſpiſe thy youth : 
The word here is ngm@epreime, in Titus 
tis me/Georame, Which is ſometimes uſed 
in the ſame ſignification, and the connection 
there plainly determines. it to that ſenſe. 
It muſt be underſtood in the nature of a 
caution to Timothy, and a direction to his 
conduct. But can we help other mens de- 
ſpiſing us; is that in our power? Have we 


the command of their ſpirits or tongues? 
. Won't 


, 2 GOES 
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Won't they deſpiſe us whether we will or 
no? What can we do in this caſe, and 


why are we charged that others don't de- 
ſpiſe us, and not rather the people charged 
not to deſpiſe us? I anſwer, Tho' we can't 
_ govern the thoughts and actions of others 


towards us, we can do much to prevent the 
occaſion of them, and are obliged to do ſo: 
and ſo the ſenſe more explicitly, is, Give 
« no juſt occaſion or pretence for con- 
« tempt ; carry thy ſelf with that gravity 


and wiſdom, notwithſtanding thy youth, 


as not to be juſtly liable to it; let your 
e good conduct and behaviour towards 


* them, prevent their ill one towards you, 


« and cut off all occaſion of it. Let them 
« deſpiſe you at their peril : Let it be their 


“ fault, and not yours.” A like form of ex- 


preſſion we have in other places; Let not Rom. xiv. 

Your good be evil ſpoken of. i. e. By the un- 16. 
due manner, or indiſcreet conduct of it. 

And ſo tis explained in this Epiſtle, by giving Chap. v. 

occaſion to the adverſary to ſpeak reproach- "+ 


poſtle gives to the church of Corinth; Now : Epil. 
if Timothy come, ſee that he may be With xvi. 11. 


72 
e 
fully; and is evident by the charge the A- 
n 
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you without fear — Let no man therefore de- 


ſpiſe him. Here the word is eg, to ſet 
at nought, and make nothing of him. 


I ſhall only further obſerve, That this ne- 
| gative caution muſt be underſtood by a figure 
uſual in all language, to import ſomething 

pPwoſitive 
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poſitive and direct: . d. Keep up the due 

authority and credit of thy miniſtry; Let 

thy behaviour be ſuch as not only to avoid 

juſt contempt, but ſecure a juſt eſteem. But 
i now the queſtion will be, What is that con- 
|| * dud and behaviour which younger miniſters 

ji are obliged to uſe, to prevent their being 
14 deſpiſed, and ſecure a juſt eſteem ? This is 
the point the Apoſtle has in his eye, and 
f which I would propoſe to conſider a little 
N 


j diſtinctly. I ſhall reduce what I have to ſay 
1 to it, to theſe two heads. (t.) I ſhall con- 

jt ſider the care and caution which is needful 

| to be uſed, in order to this end. (2.) The 

ncedfulneſs of it, or upon what accounts tis 

"1 | neceſſary. 


I. I ſhall endeavour to repreſent the cau- 
Lion and care which is needful, in the prin- 
cipal inſtances, and to which all others may 
be reduced. And here are two things of a 
different kind. 1. There are ſome things 
which muſt be carefully avoided, which na- 

turally tend to breed contempt. 2. Some 
things muſt be carefully attended to, which 

are proper to prevent it, and to ſecure a juſt 
eſteem. „ 


(. 1. Some things muſt be carefully 
avoided, which naturally tend to breed 
contempt. There is no way to prevent be- 
ing deſpiſed by others, if our character and 

con- 
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conduct are contemptible. Contempt as 
naturally follows meanneſs, and unſuitable- 
neſs, as honour does real worth; they are 
inſeparable as the ſhadow and the body, in 
the accounts of proper judges, and rightly- 
diſpoſed minds. Of this kind are the fol- 
lowing inſtances. 


I , Tenorance and unskilfuln eſs. When 
young men thro' want of capacity or appli- 
cation, come into the-miniſtry unprepared, 
and without competent meaſures of neceſſa- 
ry knowledge; raw and unſtudied, who have 


not uſed their time and advantages for proper 


improvement, and inſtead of attending to the 
real and ſubſtantial knowledgeof the worksof 
God, and the reaſon of things, which is true 
philoſophy ; or the diligent ſtudy of the ſcrip- 
tures, and the knowledge of revealed reli- 
gion ; the reading ſome ſound criticks upon 
the Bible, and judicious practical writers, 


which is to be a great part of their ſtanding 
work; ſaunter away their time in idleneſs 


and pleaſute, or chiefly apply themſelves to 
lighter ſtudies, and books of wit and enter- 


tainment, which ſhould only be the diver- 


ſion of leiſure hours, and relief of ſeverer 
ſtudies: Where this is the caſe, no wonder 
they ome out unfurniſhed with uſeful 
learning, and appear inſufficient for miniſte- 
rial work, find themſelves at a loſs in open- 


ing the Scriptures, and accammodating them 
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612) 
to the ſtates of men, and the uſes of life; and 
only betray their own weakneſs, and expoſe 
themſelves to contempt. So the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of ſome, who deſired to be teachers 
Tim. i.. ? the law, underſtanding neither what. 
they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. Such a 
one is wnskilful in the word of righteouſ+ 
neſs, erep@- inexperienced in the chriſtian 
doctrine ; he adds, for he is a babe. He is 
2p. ü. ij. not capable of rightly dividing the word of 
truth, and cannot be approved, and needs 
to be aſhamed. 
They have not ſtudied the grounds and 
evidence of divine truth, or the reaſon 
and importance of things; nor digeſted in 
ſome meaſure the ſcripture doctrine, and re- 
duced it to its proper order, and in due con- 
nection and conſiſtency with it ſelf. They 
are not able to uſe it upon all occaſions 
and in its true meaning; but play with the 
ſound of words, and handle it with impro- 
priety, and evident marks of improficiency 
and neglect. And this cannot but make 
them meanly thought of by more know- 
ing chriſtians, and weaken all their re- 
verence of them, and breed a diſregard. 
How can we expect eſteem from others, 
when we appear unfurniſhed our ſelves, 
and without any ſufficient ground for it ? 
Are not they juſtly deſpiſed in any other 
profeſſion of life, who appear unqualified 
for the proper buſineſs of it, after ſufficient 
time and helps for improvement! 24ly, 
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24ly, A vain and unſerious mind. If young 
miniſters are ſufficiently prepared by natural 
capacities and due improvement, and not 
defective in any point of uſeful knowledge, 
conſidering their ſtanding and circumſtance z 
yet if they are not truly ſerious and rightly 
diſpoſcd, if they ſhew a vanity and levity of 
mind, without an habitual ſenſe of God, 
or any ſuitable impreſſion of divine truth, 
or due regard to the work in which they are 


engaged ; without any zeal or concern for 


the glory of God, and the good of the ſouls 


of men; if they only keep up the outward 


forms of religion, perform their work as a 


_ neceſſary task, or only as a means of ſub- 


ſiftence : it cannot but weaken their eſteem 


in the minds of ſerious chriſtians, whatſo- 


ever their capacities and attainments may 
otherwiſe be, and notwithſtanding the de- 
cencies and civilities of life they may ſhew 


them. 


Or if they appear with ſome ſeriouſneſs 
juſt i in the performance of miniſterial work, 
in praying and preaching, and adminiſtring ; 
but betray a conſtant vanity of mind, and 
ſhew no ſenſe or regard to religion at other 


times; it cannot but appear With great im- 


propriety, and give a juſt diſguſt. And the 
reaſon is, That the work of the miniſtry is a 


great and ſerious work: Tis to offer up ſo- 


lemn prayers to God in behalf of the people, 


and to ſpeaktothem in the name of God, to 


tranſact 
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tranſact with God and man in things of the 
higheſt nature, and moſt awful conſequence. 
A vain mind is unſuitable to the nature of 
the ſervice, and the character they bear; and 
no more likely to be profitable to others, 
than to be acceptable to God. Tho I would 
not here be underſtood to condemn the 
cheerfulneſs, or pleaſantry of converſation 
upon proper occaſions, or to approve of a 
monkiſh retirement, or cynical ſourneſs and 
moroſeneſs of mind: I only fear we ſtand 
here upon ſlippery ground, and without duc 
guard, may very eaſily exceed. 
3dly, Idleneſs and neglect, or a careleſs 
conduct and behaviour. When men perhaps 
ſufficiently prepared for their work, and well 
capable of it, and who are not wholly vain, 
or deſtitute of a ſcrious ſenſe of things, are 
yet negligent in their attendance to it, and 
performance of it, betray an idleneſs and 
indolence, and want of cloſe application 
and diligence about it, and don't improve 
their talents, or uſe the capacities and abilities 
which God has given them; when they 
come not duely prepared to their work, and 
act in a ſuperficial manner in it; when their 
prayers and their ſermons are not duly con- 
ſider d before- hand, but evidently haſty and 
ſudden, not carefully weighed or laid toge- 
ther, or decently and properly expreſs d, nei- 
ther well digeſted, or well clothed, and with- 
out any juſtneſs or propriety in the thought 
wn: 


615) 


or expreſſion; or when they are delivered 
in a cold and careleſs manner, without any 
fervour of ſpirit, or concern of mind, and 
with evident marks of inattention and diſ- 
regard: this is truly to do the work of the 
Lord negligently, and forfeits the bleſſing N 


of God, as well as the eſteem of men. 
Or again, when they are diverted from 
- | their proper work by any ſecular affairs, 
or by other ſtudies; and inſtead of cloſe 
retirement and diligent thought, are en- 
tangled with the affairs of "life, or the 2 Tim. ii. 
pleaſures of converſation: and when in“ 
conſequence of this, they needleſlly delay 
their preparations for publick ſervice, and 
ſtraiten themſelves in time for it, and either 
don't leave ſufficient leiſure for deliberate 
thoughts, or indiſpoſe and unfit themſelves 
by too much attention to other things. It 
cannot but breed a juſt contempt to ſce 
men otherwiſe able and qualified for their 
work, careleſs in the diſcharge of it, and 
wanting in due application to it. Un- 
ſtudied ſermons, and unconſidered prayers, 
a careleſs indifference and unconcern of 
mind in ſacred work, cannot but offend 
and diſguſt ſerious people, who attend their 
miniſtry from a ſenſe of duty to God, and 
with a deſign of ſpiritual edification. 

I ſhall give one inſtance more of this 
kind, and that is, The undue uſe of lawful 
helps, or the uſe of other men's works ; 

4 e. otherwiſe than to enrich our minds, | 
2 and | 
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2 Cor. x. 
15, 16. 


(6) 


and increaſe our own knowledge, for that 
would be not to chew our food, but to 
{ſwallow it whole, which is never well di- 
geſted, and miniſters no kindly nouriſhment. 
We may apply the Apoſtle's words to this 
caſe, Not boaſting of things beyond our 
meaſure, that is of other mens labours ; 
and not boaſting in another man's line of 
things made ready to our hands. Indeed 
nothing is more contemptible : for how 
ſhould people reſpect them who take no 
pains for their edification, and do nothing 
for them but what they can do as well 
for themſelves, and live, like drones in a 


| hive, upon others induſtry, and effectually 


prevent their own improvement ? 

I ſhall cloſe this head with this remark, 
That in great ſtraits of time through neceſſary 
avocations, and attendance to other duties 
of their place, it were perhaps better to 
uſe a ſermon carefully compoſed at proper 
leiſure, than a ſudden indigeſted perfor- 
mance: and our people, I doubt, hardly 
attend enough to the caſe, eſpecially of 
elder minifters, who have not only the care 
of their own congregations, but a weight 
of publick affairs, and the concerns of the 
common intereſt much in their hands; 


and when it proceeds not from neglect of 
duty, but the multiplicity of it: And eſpe- 
cially when 'tis beſt ſuited to any particular 
and ſpecial purpote, which the circumſtance 


of 


* 
of any of the people may direct them to, 
and which they muſt be ſuppoſed to be 


beſt acquainted with. I doubt our Sermons 


are feldom ſo well attended to, or conſi- 
dered and remembered, but that a well- 
compoled diſcourſe upon an important ſub- 
jet, might bear a ſecond hearing, upon a 
proper occaſion, to edification and without 
offence. So the Apoſtle Paul tells the 


Philippians, To write the ſame things to P bil. ii. r: 
you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for 
you it is ſafe. And Peter was not negli- 
gent, and thought it meet to put them al-zPer.inn 


ways in remembrance of the things they 
knew, and to ſtir them up by way of re- 
membrance. Fay 

_ 4thly, Vice, or any ſinful liberty, unworthy 
of themſelves, and offenſive to others. If 


there were no ignorance, or vanity or neg- 


lect, yet if there is any immorality of life, 


it will naturally breed contempt notwith- 

ſtanding all the reſt, and whatſoever good 
qualities there are beſide. Thus if mini- 
ſters allow themſelves in any unruly paſ- 

ſions, or exceſſes of life; if they ate /fred 1 Tim. iii; 


up with pride, and bear themſelves high“. 


upon their character and attainments, affect 
an air of ſuperiority among them ves, or 


carry it with diſtance and diſdain to others, 


as if they were lords of the heritage, and 


had domimon over your faith; and not the 


miniſters of Chriſt, and your ſervants for 


Jeſus 


(28). 

Jeſus ſake, or in his work: If they are 
eaſily tranſported with anger, and fired with 
: rage upon little negleas, and lighter pro- 
Tit. 1. 7. yocations, are felf-willed, ſoon angry: If 
they are governed by ſenſual appetite, and 
3 Tim. iii. intemperate in eating and drinking, given 
3 to much wine; or chargeable with any 
impurity which ſtains the character, and 

Tim. v. defiles the mind, and don't keep themſelves 
22: pure from their own iniquity as well as 
| other mens : If they are worldly and co- 
—iii. 3. vetous, greedy of filthy lucre, contrary to 
the whole doctrine of the goſpel, and the 

| deſign of the goſpel-miniſtry, which is to 
raiſe mens hearts from earth to heaven, 
hunting after preferment, and increaſing. 
their worldly ſtore, and which is commonly 
joined with it, are griping and oppreſlive, 
contentious and litigious, reſolved to make 
the beſt of every thing, ſeeking their o - 
things, and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt, 
or the things of ether men : This naturally 

leflens all regard to them, and leads to-great 
contempt. People juſtly expect better things 

from them, and have a great right to ex- 

pect them; at leaſt a regular and unblame- 

able behaviour, that they ſhould avoid the 

fins they, preach againſt, and regard the du- 

ties the preſs upon others, and act like 

* reaſonable and honeſt men, and in conſi- 
ſtence with themſelves. The vitious and 
faulty lives of miniſters are a great ſcandal 
a | | | to 
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(19) 
to the world, and a great obſtruction to the 
ſucceſs of the goſpel. 
The Apoſtle warns Timothy to this pur- 
poſe, Flee alſo youthful luſts : q. d. Be? . 
eſpecially aware of the vices of youth, of 
all vanity and conceit of mind, and all 
inordinacy of affection in the purſuit and 
enjoyment of any ſenſible good: Keep up 
a due guard over yourſelf; keep at a ſafe 
diſtance from all the incentives and occa- 
fions of them; from the beginnings and 
approaches towards them, from every in- 
ſtance, and every degree. So we find the 
vicked prieſts were treated with contempt by 
the people for their diſobedicnce to God : 
Therefore have I alſo made you contempti- Mal. ii. g. 
ble and baſe before all the people, according 
as you have not kept my ways, but have 
been partial in the law. 
. 2. There are ſome things to be care- 
fully attended to, which are proper to 
prevent contempt, and ſecure a juſt eſteem: 
And if the former meaſures are rightly laid, 
it will be the more caſy to judge of theſe, 
and to direct to the proper inſtances. For 
example; 
Ihere muſt be a good proficiency and 
improvement in knowledge. Whengounger 
miniſters propoſe themſelves to tal, and 
paſs their examination before elder mini- * 
ſters, it then appears what proficiency they 
have made, and what diligence they have 
ulcd 3 3 What attainments they have made 
C2 in 


( 20 ) 


\ in humane learning; and what knowledge 
they have of divine things. When they 
appear to have ſtudied with diligence, and 
improved their time, to have made a good 
progreſs, and laid a good foundation, in 

the ſeveral parts of uſeful learning: parti- 

cularly, when they have much ſtudied their 

Bible in the original languages, and well 
conſidered the true nature and evidence of 

the chriſtian religion, the great and ſubſtan- 

tial doctrines and duties of it, in their ab- 

ſolute nature, and their relation and de- 
pendence on one another; they appear 

with advantage, and deſerve commenda- 

tion, and are readily approved and recom- 
mended. | Es | 

Thus they enter upon the miniſtry with 
reputation And when they appear upon 

the publick ſtage, they are able to recom- 
mend themſelves. When they are found 
capable of opening the ſcriptures with good 
judgement and underſtanding, reprefenting 
the truths of religion with advantage, and 
ſetting them in a clear light; and preſſing 
them with convincing evidence on the 
conſciences of men, or in the Apoſtles aw- 
ful words, commending themfelues to every 
man's conſcience iu the ſight of God; they 
cannotFail of a juſt eſtcem with the ſe- 
rious and judicious, and give encouraging 
hopes of their future uſefulneſs, and further 

attainments. Every one is ready to com- 

mend and encourage them; they will be 


2 Cor. iv. 
2. 
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(22) 
ſpoken of with honour, and it may be, 
reverenced and admired, according to the 
degrees of their proficiency, and the pro- 
ſpect of their greater ſignificancy. in life. 
So the Apoſtle tells Timothy; And from 
'a child thou haſt known the holy ſtrip- Tim. ii. 
tures, that the man of God, or the chriſtian 15. 
miniſter, may be perfect, nn, fur- —— 
uiſbed unto every good work. 
Beſides, There muſt be true piety, or a 
ſerious ſpirit. Younger miniſters ſhould be 
firſt poſſeſs d with the importance of religion, 
as well as the knowledge of it, and have 
a due impreſſion of it upon their own 
minds, before they attempt to repreſent 
and preſs it upon others. They have their 
own concern in it equal with other chri- 
ſtians, ' are obliged to underſtand and believe 
it, and to live and act according to it, and are 
accountable to the ſame common Lord, by 
the ſame rule of judgment. 
When young miniſters appear in the 
world with a juſt ſenſe of religion upon 
their minds, and a due concern for its pro- 
Pagation and ſucceſs; when they ſhew a 
great regard for the honour of God, and 
of the Redeemer, and the intereſts of his 
kingdom among men, to promote chriſtian 
vertue and godlineſs in the world And the 
proſperity and falvation of the fouls of =_ 
men; to improve them in chriſtian know- | | 
ledge, to increaſe their faith, further their 
| holineſs 


( 22) 


holineſs and joy of heart, direct and caution 
them in the various duties and trials of the 


chriſtian life, to promote brotherly love, 
and benevolence and good will to men, 
a ſpiritual and heavenly mind, and a day ly 


preparation for the final bleſſedneſs; this 


will not fail to recommend them to the 
love and eſteem of all the wiſe and good: 

They will be liſtened to with attention and 
regard, and be likely to be owned and 
bleſt of God. When they appear to be 
in good earneſt in their work, and heartily 
cConcerned to anſwer the ends of it, it will 
not only effectually prevent any one's de- 
ſpiſing them, but will naturally draw a re- 
ſpect and reverence too: They will have 
a teſtimony in the conſciences of men, as 


well as a record on high. And fo the 


Apoſtle ſpeaking of the wnfeigned faith, 
2.e. real inward piety in oppoſition toout- 
ward appearance, or vain affectation, which 
firſt dwelt in Timothys progenitors, adds, 
And I am perſuaded that in thee alſo. 


Further, There muſt be diligence and 


faithfulneſs in the diſcharge of their work. 
Let younger miniſters be careful to apply 
themſelves to their proper work, and act 
as thoſe who have it at heart. Give all 
diligence i in the uſe of every proper means 
excite and ſtir up every power and capacity, 
and whatſoever gift and talent, for your 
own turther improvement, and "m_—_ 
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t | uſefulneſs in your reſpective ſervice. So the 

8 Apoſtle directs Timothy immediately after 

4 the text, Till I come, give attendance to read. ver. 3 u 

„ ing, to exhortation, to doctrine; neglect not 

y the gift which is in thee. To reading, for 

is the increaſe of his knowledge; and to ex- 

e | hortation and doctrine, as the exerciſe of 

5 his office, and the uſe of his knowledge and 

d gifts. And again, Meditate on theſe things ; — iv. 

d I give thy ſelf wholly to them, that thy = 1 

© ear to all men. And, Take heed. 

y to thy ſelf and thy dottrine; ; continue * * 

II them. Be wholly imployed and taken up Alas. 

2 in them, without any other imployment; 

2 and conſtantly engaged and cloſely intent 

| upon them. So the Apoſtles gave them- 

18 mn continually to prayer, and to the mi- 

e ry ef the word, in oppoſition to leaving AA. vi. 

by word of God and ſerving tables, And + 

t- hy Apoſtle Paul did ſpend and was ſpent in: Cor. xii. 

h the ſervice of the — 15. 

S, If you are daily imployed in your proper 
work, and diligently engaged in it, with as 

d FI little diverſion from it as maybe; if you 

&. | grow and improve by a cloſe and conftant 

y application to it, are obſervant of every op- 

* portunity of good, watchful againſt ſnares 

I and hindrance, — in ſpirit in all your 

5 performance, and doing it heartily as unto 

2 the Lord; one might Afcly undertake that 

Ir | you ſhall prevent all contempt, and preſerve a 

r juſt eſteem among good men. No man will 
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have occaſion given of cenſure and reproach ; 
every one will commend and approve : your 
people will attend your miniſtry with a con- 
ſtant pleaſure, and rejoice in the hope of 
your greater uſefulneſs in the church of 
God. 63 To 
Finally, An exemplary behaviour, or a 
wiſe and well-order'd converſation. This 
ftands in cloſe connexion with the text, and 
is oppoſed to it ; Let no man deſpiſe thy 
youth : But be thou an example lo the be- 
Hever, in word, converſation, doctrine, 
charity, in ſpirit, faith, purity: q. d. If 
you would not be deſpiſed by the people, 
be exemplary to them in your doctrine and 
converſation, by faithful diligence in your 
work, and a careful behaviour in life : Set 
them an example of faith in God, and love 
to men, of zeal and courage, of purity and 
ſincerity of heart. Be watchful of your 
behaviour that you make no ſlips, and take 
no falſe ſteps: Keep cloſe to your rule in 
all the duties of your Miniſtry, and the 
conduct of common life. So he ſpeaks in 


1 Tim. vi. Other places: But thou, O man of God, flee 


um. theſe things; and follow after righteouſneſs, 
godlineſs, faith, love, patience, meekneſs. 

Tit. i. 7. And he requires Titus, In all things ſhew 
thy ſelf a pattern of good works. The A- 

1 Per. v. 3. poſtle Peter exhorts the presbyters, To be 
enſamples to the flock. V 
Let younger miniſters be ambitious to ex- 
cel in holineſs, and exemplary walk: Set a 
5 ä fair 


— 


fair copy for thoſe to follow among whom 
you labour, of all the graces of the chriſtian 
life; of faith and purity, of righteouſneſs 
and godlineſs, of diligence and watchful- 
neſs, of meekneſs and patience ; and you 
will not only be ſecure from contempt, but 
appear amiable and lovely in their eyes. It 


Will carry great conviction to the minds of 


men, when you can ſay with the Apoſtle, in 


your meaſure, Brethren be followers of us, 1 Cor. xi. 


as we are of Chriſt. Be followers together philip. ii. 


of me, and mark them who walk ſo as you 7. 


have us for an example. And when you 
can appeal with him to the people, And ye 1 Theſ ii. 
are witneſſes and God alſo, how holily and 
juſtly, and unblamably, we behaved our ſelues 
among you who believe ; and as he does to 
Timothy, Thou haſt fully known my doctrine 
and manner of life. When Elis ſons were : 
deſpiſed, young Samuel grew on and was in" Sam. i. 
favour with the Lord, and alſo with men. 


2 Tim. iii. 
10. 


II. I am next to conſider the needfulneſs of 
it, or upon what accounts tis neceſſary. I 


might argue this from ſeveral conſiderations 


which the preſent limits will not allow. I 


ſhall only mention theſe two. | 


1. The Honour of their office requires it. 
The miniſterial work is repreſented with 


| great advantage in the new teſtament, both 


as 


—— ——— — — - _— — — — 
* it 4 * 2 8 0 33 >. n 7 * : «x - my : 
. 5 — 7 —— — " — — * — — N 4 l * * off — . SO 
Sn A — , — * - 5 8 9 46 7 75 g e ere A "WO a 
r * q . . po , 2 E Axa a9 F p : . . 3 r 
— - . * 2 N 7 * 9 7 5 Y * 1 X _ N r*. 8 —— , 4 . — 0 8 . 7 * 
3 . rnd a) FEY : 2 1 3 3 * e r ö * e oy + TR 3 e 
. 1 wv - 1 2 = * . = : — 4 ts — 2 46> = 7 7 * : — 5 r * — — —— — 3 - — * — 
— — — — S$7 4 0 — n 42 ADA . b 4 e WI” K 5 — EXE -_ . 
r ͤZ RTE SILTITES, ONSS * 2 c Ht. RD „ Wy > 
- I - & do-<w . es — & © - 5 23. — + as — < Re ae 


—— — 
* 
— — * 
— — # 
—_ — 
- -- — 


- 
— J 
— . 
— ZE 
— 


— 
8 


- m7 * 
— — — 
: 
Sum T 
2 e 
> £ — 2 > 
. SEE EET ISS 
— . — 
- 


= —ͤ—ñ—ññ— — 
yr 


( 26) 


as it relates to God and to the people: Tis 
a wife and gracious appointment of God 
for the good of men. So they are embaſſa- 
dors for Chriſt, Stewards of the houſbold 
and of the nyſteries of God, Angels or meſ- 
ſengers of the churches, iniſters by whom 
they believe, guides, rulers, examples. And 
tho' ſome of theſe have a direct reference to 
the Apoſtles, who only received immediate 
revelations from Chriſt, and authoritatively 
declared his will to the world, and there is 
a propricty to them not common to others; 
yet as the office of the miniſtry is appointed 
for the ſtanding ſervice and benefit of the 
chriſtian church, ſo I think they may fitly be 
applied to them in a lower and ſubordinate 
ſenſe 3 and others beſides the Apoſtles are fo 
repreſented in the ſcriptures. Upon this 
ſuppokrion there is certainly a great digni- 
ty and honour in the miniſtry, and he who 
deſires the office of a chriſtian bzſbop deſires 
a good work ; and they who labour in the 
word and dottrine, are worthy of double 
honour, and to be highly eſteemed for their 
work ſake. 

Now miniſters ſhould be carcful to keep 
up the honour of their office, and prevent 
any indignity to it. If God has honoured 


Tim. i. us by enabling us, and counting us faithful, 


putting us into the mmiſtry, ſhould not we 
in all reaſon, be careful not to diſhonour it? 
and 


(2) 


and fo give no offence in any thing, that the * Cor. vi. 
miniſtry be not blamed, but in all things ap- 
prove our ſelves as the miniſters of God? 
When miniſters give juſt occaſion of re- 
proach, the 917nz/{ry comes at length to be 
| blamed; as Elis ſons, thoſe vile young prieſts, 
made the people abhor the offering of the 1 Sam. ii. 
Lord, and not only render'd themſelves, '7: 
but their ſervice contemptible, Who will 
honour the office, when they themſelves 
diſhonour it; or forbear deſpiſing it, when 
they make it contemptible ? We {ſhould be 
careful for our work ſake; as we are related 
to Chriſt, as his miniſters; and to the people, 
as their inſtructors and guides, to ſecure the 
credit and eſteem of it. We are otherwiſe 
chargeable with their diſregard to a divine 
appointment, and the name of God and his Tim. vi. 
doctrine is blaſphemed through you, and they“ 
are made to blaſpheme that worthy name jan. ii. 3. 
by which you are called. Hereupon, | 
2. Their zſefulneſs and ſucceſs depend 
very much upon it. The work of the mi- 
niſtry in its original and true deſign, is not 
only honourable, but uſeful and beneficial to 
men. The aſcended Redeemer gave paſtors 
and teachers, as well as Apoſtles and Pre- 
phets, the office as well as the gifts; for ph, iv. 
the perfecting of the ſaints, for the work 12. 
of the miniſtry, for the edifymg the body 
of Chriſt. Iis deſignd to promote the 
+ 22 know- 
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( 28 } 
knowledge of God, and the faith of the 
goſpel, the adminiſtration of the goſpel-wor- 
ſhip, and the edification and ſalvation of 
the ſouls of men: Tis fitted to ſerve, with 
great advantage, the greateſt purpoſes of 
good, and the higheſt and nobleſt ends. 
Every faithful miniſter is concerned above 
all things to anſwer the ends of his mini- 
ſtry ; to ſee a ſpiritual ſeed, and the plea- 


ſure of the Lord proſper in his hands. The 
Gal.iv.19. Apoſtle Paul travailed in birth till Chriſt 


was formed in the ſouls of men; and /onged 
after them all in the bowels of Chriſt Jeſs + = 
and the Apoſtle John had no greater joy than. 
fo ſee his children walking in the truth. 
Nov tis abſolutely neceſſary to the ac- 
ceptance and ſucceſs of all their endeavours, 
to keep up a juſt eſteem. The whole ſuc- 
ceſs of their miniſtry very much depends up- 
on it: For who will much regard one whom 
he deſpiies in his heart? The truths they 


deliver, and the ordinances they adminiſter, 


will loſe their force and efficacy, if upon any 
account they ſuffer themſelves to be deſpiſed. 
Their ill conduct, and ill lives, will make 
them mean and contemptible, what oe ver 
elſe they have to recommend them. Their 
office and character will never ſupport, with 
the pious and wiſe, the credit of an igno- 
rant and vitious miniſter. Their good 
doctrine, and excellent gifts, Will not avail 

{0. 
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ſo much to ſecure their reſpect, as their ne- 
glect and immoralities will, to breed con- 
tempt. Honour and eſteem give credit and 
weight to what we ſay, procure a favoura- 
ble audience, and engage attention and re- 
gard; when contempt breeds diſlike, weak- 
ens the force of the beft things, and invites 
neglect. What good can they propole to do 
to any people, who have loſt all hold of their 
affection, and intereſt in their eſteem? | 
And this not only prevents all the good 
they might hope to do, but it does a great 
deal of evil. Tis an unſpeakable prejudice 
to the fouls of men, and tends to weaken 
their regards to religion it ſelf. And as no 
man loves to be deſpiſed, how juſt ſoever the 
reaſon of it is, tis well if they are not led 
to deſpiſe the people back again, and lay a 
foundation of mutual uneaſineſs and com- 
plaints. They proceed from contempt to 
averſion and diſlike, from thence to conten- 
tion and oppoſition ; and ſo all mutual 
friendſhip is deſtroyed, and all the comfort 
of life. And what account will they give 
at laſt, of their unſucceſsful labours, and 
juſt contempt 2 What will they be able to 
ſay for themſelves > They cannot ſay as 
ſome faithful miniſters, tis to be feared, 


will be forced to do: © I ſtudied and la- 


e boured hard; I uſed my beſt capacities 
« and endeavours; I walked unblamably 
| 5 among 
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« among them, to anſwer the ends of my 
« miniſtry; but they were to blame; it 
« was owing to their negleQs and care- 
<« leſſneſs, to their unperſuadableneſs and 
« diſobedience: I am clear of the blood of 
« all men; their b/ood be upon their own 


A 


c heads.” No, but they loſt their labours by 


Mal. ii. 8. 


their own fault; they firſt made themſelves 
deſpiſed, and then neglected; they threw 
ſtumbling-blocks in the way of thoſe they 
were to guide, and undermined and de- 
feated rheir own ends by their inſufficiency 
or unworthineſs. So God ſpeaks of the 
wicked prieſts, Ton have cauſed many to 


ſtumble at the law, ye have corrupted the 


covenant of Levi What aſpect, what 
conſequence, muſt this have at laſt? How 
offenſive muſt it be to their Lord and judge ? 
How grievous to themſelves? How ſevere 
will their reckoning be ? How terrible their 
puniſhment hereafter ? 


I ſhall conclude the diſcourſe with the 


following exhortations. 


1. Let the rich be perſuaded to en- 


courage the education of hopeful youth. 


One reaſon of the contempt of miniſters, 
though that is not their fault, nor in their 
power to prevent, is their mean condition 
and narrow circumſtances of life. They 
are not only uncapable of hoſpitality, but 
are not always ſufficiently ſupported to 

| maintain 
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as the firſt fruits did under the law; for 


=} 
maintain the decencies of life, or perhaps, 
fometimes to keep themſelves out of debt ; 


Which is always a great diſtreſs, and ſome- 


times a great ſnare, to honeſt and generous 
minds: The Apoſtle ſpeaks of Falling into: Tim. ir. 
reproach and the ſnare of the devil. Inn 
this caſe one would greatly wiſh, that they 


.. who are blefs'd with eſtates and fortunes 


of life, would ſometimes breed up their 
own children, who are fit for it, to the 
work of the miniſtry, who can make a 


comfortable proviſion for them, and ſet 


them above contempt. If they conſecrate 

the male of the flock to the ſervice of God, 

it would be highly acceptable to him, and 

bring down a bleſſing upon all the reſt, 

God Will honour them who honour him, oy 
and they who deſpiſe him ſball be lightly 
eſteemed. And tho the cauſe of Noncon- 
formity does not make it an inviting im- 


ployment, or likely to promote their worldly 
advantage; we have no dignities and pre- 


ferments to tempt their ambition, or biaſs 
their minds; tis however the more needful 
for that reaſon, for thoſe who eſpouſe this 
intereſt, and think well of it, to ſupply 
that defect, and remove this objection out 


of the Way. 


At leaſt let the rich be entreated to con- 
tribute to the liberal education and Rey 
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of well-choſen and hopeful youth; for 
their more advantagious appearance in the 
world, and ſucceſsful performance of their 


Work; and that they may not be entangled 
. or diſtreſſed; with the affairs of life: Which 


I, take to be one of the wiſeſt and moſt 
extenſive: inſtances of publick uſefulneſs to 
the church of God. But it would be great 
injuſtice and. ingratitude, not to. own the 


_ generous bounty, and wiſe care of ſeveral 


ſuch in this re{pe&, _ 

2. Let elder miniſters be careful whom 
they admit and encourage in the miniſtry. 
That none be admitted who are unqualified 
according to the characters required in the 
goſpel, and who are like to diſhonour their 


office, and bring themſelves into contempt. 


Let us be conſcientiouſly careful, for our 

parts, to lay hands ſuddenly. on uo man, or 
be partakers of ather. mens fins; nor be 
led by any private friendſhips, or. perſonal 
regards, to, betray our. truſt, or injure the 
church of God. But I take not upon me 


to direct my brethren, eſpecially where I 


am not ſenſible of any remarkable neglect. 

3. Let younger miniſters be careful not 
to be deſpiſed. Let me recommend. the 
apoſtolical direction to you who are now 


entering upon this ſacred work; Let no 


man deſpiſe thy youth. Give them no oc- 


caſion or advantage ' againſt you, by your 
doctrine 
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credit and authority with them by faithful 


diligence in your work, and a prudent con- 


duct of life. For though we ſhould not be 
ambitious of vain glory, or ſeek the pleaſing 
and praiſe of men, imply for it ſelf, and 
as our end; yet we ſhould be deſirous of 


the bleſling of a good name, and by all 


proper means ſecure a good report, for the 


doctrine or. converſation: Keep up your 


ſake of our miniſtry, and the uſefulneſs 


and comfort of life. Let younger miniſters 


be careful in all their private ſtudies, and 


publick performances, and in the whole 


conduct of life, to act with conſtant dili- 


gence, ſeriouſneſs and watchfulneſs. Allow 


me to ſpeak my heart upon this occaſion, 
with tenderneſs and concern, as a brother, 


and a friend, who ſincerely wiſhes your 


welfare and ſucceſs. Let me recommend 


a free converſe, upon proper occaſions, 


with the more experienced: He who walk- 


eth with wiſe men, ſhall be wiſe ; and we 


may learn ſomething from mens different 


talents and attainments. Be eſpecially care- 
ful of your converſation with one another, 


that it be made uſeful and profitable, and 


not ſuffered to run out wholly into in- 


nocent freedoms, or meer entertainment: 
Contribute to one another's improvement 
in knowledge and ſeriouſneſs by a com- 
munication of thoughts, and the ſpiritual 

E exerciſes 
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exerciſes of ſocial devotion. No man, who 
has not tried, it can tel! the importance of 


ſolemn prayer in the difficultics and ſuc- 
ceſs of miniſterial ſervice : Always ſuppoſing 
the conſtant uſe of ſecret prayer, without 


which no miniſter or chriſtian can ever 


hope to thrive and proſper. Fix a deliberate 
judgment of the way you chooſe, upon a 
mature and impartial conſideration of the 
whole of the caſe; and be ſteady and faith- 
ful to the convidion of your minds, not 
diſcouraged by preſent difficulties, or byaſſed 
by worldly proſpects; holding faith and a 


1 Tim. i. good conſcience. Don't trifle with con- 


39- 


{cience, or offer violence to its dictates 
upon any conſideration whatſoever, which 
may either make a breach upon your inte- 
grity, diſtreſs your ſpirits, or hazard the 


favour and bleſling of the Almighty in all 


you do. Let thoſe who are upright and 


ſerious wait the iſſues of providence, under 


preſent diſadvantages, for all the after- diſ- 
poſals of life. Cultivate a mutual friend- 
ſhip and confidence in early life, which 
may lay a foundation of mutual aſliſtance 
and ſupport, in all the after ſervice and 
trials of it; and beware of diſtance and 


diſtruſts, which always weaken, and often 


prove fatal to friendſhip. 
I would adyiſc younger miniſters to keep 
cloſe to the ſcripture-dotFrine, and the ſcrip- 
ture- 


+ 


ture language in all their publick perfor- 


mances, not affecting to be ße above what is 1 Tim. i. 


written, and avoidin g unprofitable que/?ions, = 


and ſtrife of words, which the Apoſtle often — vi.4.. 
- warns againſt. Be cautious of meddling 


too much with abſtruſe and ſpeculative 
matters, Which are of leſs conſequence in 


religion, and in which the wiſeſt men may 
have different apprehenſions; rather mo- 
deſtly leave that to the elder and more ex- 


perienced. Inſiſt much upon the plain and 


important points of more unqueſtionable 


truth and duty, as the method of our re- 
demption by Chriſt, and the neceſſary terms 


of a ſinner s acceptance with God; in which 
the eſſence of chriſtian religion truly lies, 
and the welfare of mens "ſouls is more 
nearly concerned. Tis a great impropriety 
for younger miniſters to appear forward 
and confident in things of a difficult na- 
ture, in which wiſer than they may think 


differently, and riper years may alter their 


__ own ſentiments. 


Let me particularly beſpeak you, my 
dear Brother, to keep up a due ſenſe of the 
dignity and duty of the miniſterial office, 


for the greater glory of God by you, and 
-the greater ſucceſs of all your labours. Set 
before you the example of other eminent 


miniſters, who have gone before you in 


this work, and in this intereſt : Conſider 
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their faith in God, their conſtant labours, 
their ſelf-denial, their uſefulneſs, their holy 
lives, and comfortable deaths, to direct your 
conduct, and animate your mind. And as 
the Apoſtle here puts Timothy in mind of 
the unfeigned faith which dwelt firſt in his 
randmother Lois, and his mot her Eunice; to 
make him ſenſible of his privilege, and pro- 
voke his emulation; ſo let me put you in 
mind upon this occaſion of the eminent faith 
and piety, the warm and lively zeal, the un- 
blamable and exemplary walk, the acceptable 
and ſucceſsful labours, to great numbers, thro 
the courſe of many years, of your own 
worthy grandfather Mr. Nathanael Vincent, 
whoſe name is ſtill precious in the churches, 
and to whoſe miniſtry I owe the firſt ru- 
diments of chriſtian knowledge and the 
carly impreſſions of ſerious religion. 

4. Let the people be cautioned againſt 
deſpiſing their miniſters, eſpecially for their 
youth. What regard is due to elder mi- 
niſters who have ſpent their lives and la- 
bours in the ſervice of your faith, it would 
not, perhaps, be ſo proper for me to ſay, 
nor does my ſubject lead me directly to it: 
Let them ſpeak, among whom we have la- 
boured. But I may ſpeak the more freely of 
younger miniſters, as Ihave ſpoken freely r 
them. Deſpiſing them often proceeds from 
faulty cauſes, and has very pernicious effects. 
| 'Tis 


* 

'Tis ſometimes from pride and ſelf-conceit, 

from vanity and inconſtancy of mind, from 

unreaſonable prejudice and diſtaſte, from 
5 an undue rigour and want of candour, taking 
g the advantage of leſſer ſlips and miſtakes, 
N where there are valuable qualities, and a 
prevailing habit of goodneſs. And tis pro- 
ductive of a great deal of hurt, for it tends 
i to diſcourage them in their work at firſt 
ſetting out, and others from undertaking | 
N it; to grieve and diſtreſs their ſpirits, and 
> | deſtroy the efficacy and ſucceſs of all their 
l 


| 
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| labours. Who ſhall honour them if you 
deſpiſe them ? Where ſhall they be uſeful, 
if you render them contemptible ? I doubt 


N | | 

5 we are not always ſufficiently aware how | 

- high the guilt may riſe, and how wide the 

- miſchief may ſpread. 1 

Let me beſpeak your prudence and can- | 

15 dor to younger miniſters, who are well 

furniſhed, and truly ſerious, and deſirous of 

. being uſeful. Take not the advantage of | 

' inadvertence and weakneſs; bear not too . K 

hard upon them for the leſſer failings and 1 

, follies of life, rather make a candid excuſe, | 
and caſt a mantle of love over them: Be | 

not captious and cenſorious, aggravating | 

. real faults, or charging them vithout 
; ground. Make allowance for different na- | 

| tural tempers and turn of mind, and dif- 


| ferent talents and capacities, and all the 


LU 85). 
diſadvantages of inexperience. Be tender 
of their reputation, upon which the uſe. 
; fulneſs of their lives ſo much depends. 


1 Younger miniſters muſt grow by age and 
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experience, to greater wiſdom, and further 
improvement, and more eminent uſeful- 
neſs: They are not born wiſe any more 
than other men; and the wiſeſt and moſt 
experienced, were once young; and, it 
may. be, had been crampt in all their after 
great attainments and ſucceſs, if. they had 
been unkindly treated in their younger 
years. I am ſure ſome of us who entered 
young upon ſtated work, have reaſon to 
remember, with thankfulneſs to God, and 
to the honour of our people, their kind- 
neſs and indulgence in early life. And 
tho' elder miniſters may reaſonably be ſup- 
poſed to be more knowing and experienced, 

wiſer in counſel, and cooler in action; 
yet younger miniſters, by the advantage of 
lively affection, and a certain ſympathy in 
nature, are peculiarly ſuitable to younger 
people, and likely to be uſeful to the riſing 
generation; to awaken their minds, and 
prepare them for further inſtruction. 

Let me adviſe and entreat you to ſhew 
them all kindneſs and reſpect: Value and 
own what is truly excellent in them in any 
kind. Encourage their ſerious ſpirits and 
ſincere indeavours, by ordinarily attending 
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their miniſtry, receiving the truth from . 


their mouths, and obeying the doctrine they . 


deliver. So you may hope to find then, 


dayly improving, and become at length 
able miniſters of ibe new teſtament, b 3% 26 


workmen who need not be aſbamed: And you 


who ſit under their miniſtry, will receive 
tlie advantage of their gradual improve- 


ments, and be prepared for every good 
work, and well inſtructed unto ehe kingdom 
of heaven. 
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| Mercer, ce departed this Life 
Tear of his Age. 


Selk Dedication, f ac 
pt and enforced. 5 2d Eee CorteRted.. - 5 

. Of the Sin againſt he Holy Shot, en ee 
in Crouched-Eryars, 27. 14 
4. The happy End of an uſeful Life. npreach'd 
in Crouched-Fryars, May 16. 172.5. on ide Deaf Ar. ; 


5. The Reafanableneſ of beer 


| reaſonableneſs of 11. In two 2 woke 2g at. 


Salters-Hall, May 21. and 28. 1728 3. with an Appendix, 
containing brief emarksupon the Caſe of Lazarks, be 
to Mr. Woolfton's fifth Diſcourſe of Miracles, The 24d Edit. 

6. The Nature of the Paſtoral Office; or, the Apoſtle | 


Peter's Exhortation to the Elders of the Church briefly con- 


ſider d. A Sermon preach'd at Onger in Eſex, May the 7th, 


3725, at the publick Ordination of Mr. Fohn Tren, and 


Mr. Benjamin Owen. 

7. Faithfulneſs in the Chriſtian Miniſtry, briefly repreſented 
and argued. A Sermon preach'd at the publick Ordination 
of Mr. Thomas Payne, at Stratford by Bow, in the County oe 
Eſſex, October the 2d, 1729. 

8. The Love of Chriſt's Appearance, the Character of a 
ſincere Chriſtian. A Sermon occaſion d by the Death of the 
late Reverend Joſbua Oldfield, D. D. who deceasd Novemb. 
the 8 uh. Ætat. 53. Preach'd in Southwark, November the 


23d, 1729. —— | | 
9. Finiſhing the c NS dee © and argued. 


A Funeral Sermon, occaſion d by the Death of the late Reve- 
rend John Evans, D. D. who deceasd May 16, 1730. in the 


51ſt Year of his Age: Preach'd at new Broad. Sreet, in 


Petiy-France. To which is added the Practical Improvement. 

| 10, The Death of good Men in the midſt of their Days, 
confider'd and improved; A Funeral Sermon for the late 
Reverend Mr. Samuel Harvey, -who deceas'd April 15. 1729. 
in the 3 1ſt Year of his Age: Preach'd at 'Cronched-Fryars, 
April 27. with, ſome Enlargements, and the aph, cor- 
reed oy, Dr. . The 24 Edition corrected, wa 
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